Message

From: Cisar, Elizabeth [Cisar.Elizabeth@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/23/2021 12:56:04 PM

To: Fox, Radhika [Fox.Radhika@epa.gov]; Chaudhary, Dimple [Chaudhary.Dimple@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Benton Harbor press on M filter and water distribution

In case you haven'’t seen the press. Michigan is using the October 8 “target date” for water.

httosJwwrw clickondetrolbcominewsimichioan/Z02 V0% 2 3michivan-sending-waterJdiliers-io-
benton-harbor-dusdo-lead/

Michigan sending water, filters to Benton Harbor due to lead

BENTON HARBOR, Mich. — The state of Michigan will provide bottled water and water filters in

Benton Harbor, where tests have revealed elevated levels of lead, a spokesman said Wednesday.

The action comes less than two weeks after about 28 arouns urned the Blden administration to

immediately step in. They said local and state officials have not adequately responded since the

contamination was discovered three years ago in the Black, mostly low income community.

The Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy will provide bottled water and go door-to-

door to ensure proper installation of faucet filters, spokesman Scott Dean il the Detroit Free

Progg

Testing children is also part of the plan. Free water will be available until the filter distribution is

completed. The target is Oct. 8.

“The state of Michigan remains committed to ensuring every Michigander has access to safe drinking

water,” Dean said.

A local activist, the Rev. Edward Pinkney, praised the moves but noted that three years have passed

since elevated lead levels were revealed.
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The National Resources Defense Council, or NRDC, said the free water should continue beyond

early October.

“There’s this ongoing issue — as we all saw in Flint — of filter maintenance, and of ensuring that the
filters are being used properly,” Cyndi Roper of the NRDC said. It shouldn't end "with a swing through

the community, dropping off filters and having a conversation about filter use.”

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has called for spending $20 million in Benton Harbor {0 replace nearly 8,000

servicg lings, most suspected of containing lead, within five years.

Benton Harbor is in the southwestern corner of Michigan, roughly 200 miles from Flint, whars lead

fowed through old nioes in 2014-15 because water pulled from a river wasn’t properly treated to

reduce corrosion.

hios e freen comdstory/inaws/iocal/michigan/202 VOB 2 hanton-harbor-recaive-bhotled-water-
iead-filters-blood-
fests/5817 7130018 ~tei=Benton %2 0Harbordt 20residents kmatheny®edOfreapress com.

Benton Harbor residents to receive bottled water, filters, biood lead testing for children
Keith Matheny

Detroit Free Press

Residents of Benton Harbor with elevated levels of lead in their municipally supplied drinking
water have help on the way from the state of Michigan — less than two weeks after 20 nonprofit

organizations appealed to the federal government {o take action.

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy on Wednesday announced
several steps that will be taken to assist the community, including providing bottled water, going door-
to-door to ensure distribution and proper installation of faucet lead filters, and testing of the blood-lead

levels of children.

The moves comes after 20 environmential and public advocacy organizations filed a petition with the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, urging federal intervention o secure safe water supplies for
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the southwest Michigan city's nearly 10,000 residents. The ongoing exposure 1o high lead levels for

Benton Harbor residents, 85% of whom are Black, hearkened many back to the Flint water crisis of

2014, and was framed as an environmental justice issus.

Since fall 2018, more than 60 homes in the city have tested for lead levels in their drinking water that
exceed the federal government's action level of 15 parts per billion. One home tested for 889 parts

per billion, nearly 60 times the federal safety limil.

"The State of Michigan remains committed to ensuring every Michigander has access 1o safe drinking
water,” EGLE spokesman Scott Dean said. "Benton Harbor's aging drinking water infrastructure is a

major focus of that effort and the work to remove lead from people’s drinking water is accelerating.”

The Rev. Edward Pinkney, president of the grassroocts Benton Harbor Community Water Council,
praised the new developments. Pinkney made an urgent appeal for federal, state or local
governments o provide an alternate water supply at a press conference announcing the EPA petition
Sept. 8.

"l am happy to see that they have taken my advice and are putting this info operation,” he said. "We

shouldn’t have had to wait three years for this — that's the unfortunate part”

Dean said the residential door-to-door effort will "provide assurance that every household in Benion
Harbor has been visited and offered a free waler filter as part of an enhanced filter distribution
effort.” The plan is to complete this effort by Oct. 8, he said. Free bottled water will be made available

o the community until the filter distribution is completed.

An expanded public education and community outreach campaign also will be conducted {o increase
awareness of the city’s current water quality and the availability of water filters and resources for

residents, Dean said.

"“We're acting on the feedback from residents that they either didn't know about the 2019 filter
distribution or didn’t know how o install or maintain the filters.” he said. "This door-to-door effort is {o
not only make sure that everyone who wants a filler gets one, but also providing education and

hands-on help in installing and maintaining the filters”™

But an official with the environmental nonprofit Natural Resources Defense Council, which helped
drive the petition effort to the EPA on Benton Harbor, questioned the plan, particularly its cut-off time

for supplied water.
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"The emergency water must continue untit we are well beyond clearly demonstrating these filters are

effective.” said Cyndi Roper, a senior policy advocate with the NRDC.
People must have confidence in the effectivensss of the filters as well, she said.

"Their trust has been violated,” Roper said. "Drinking water has notf been safe for at least the past
three years. We cannot cut cormers when it comes 1o ensurnng they have the water they need, and

that it s not being run through unproven filters.

“There's this ongoing issue — as we all saw in Fiint — of filter maintenance, and of ensuring that the
filters are being used properly. That it doesn't end with a swing through the community, dropping off

filters and having a conversation about filler use”

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services will establish an ongoing Water
Ambassadors Program to recruit "trusted non-government community members o assist with

individual outreach at a grassroots level (o help build trust with the community,” Dean said.

Health officials also are developing a longer-term plan o ensure Benton Harbor residents are
supported with public health resources, "including access to lead mitigation measures and blood-lead

level testing” for children, Dean said.

According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, no safe level of lead in children

has been identified. Adverse affects from excessive exposure to the heavy metal include:

= [amage to the brain and nervous system
«  Slowed growth and development
« Learning and behavior problems

« Hearing and speech problems

High lead exposure also has been tied {o lower 1Q, decreased ability to pay attention and

underperformance in school.
"That is huge — that has never taken place here,” Pinkney said of the blood lead testing in children.

Roper noted that the state's end-of-October time frame for testing children's blood for lead, combined
with adding lead water filters {o people’s {aps in early October, could mean that by the fime testing is
done, "the lead that would have been in their blood will have hkely moved into the soft tissue and

bones” — still capable of harming their health, but less likely to turn up in 8 blood test.
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Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's budget included $10 million in additional investment to replace lead service
lines in Benton Harbor and $15 million for the Emergency Drinking Water Fund {o help the state

addrass future drinking water emergencies.

"As part of this investment, the siate will also provide technical support 1o communities dealing with

lead service line removal,” Dean said.

All together, the state has leveraged $18.6 million and has commitied to replacing 100% of Benton

Harbor's lead service linas.

But waiting on the pipe replacements would have leff residents drinking potentially lead-tainted water
in the intenim, perhaps several years. That's what makes the latest announcements important,

Pinkney said.

"We're going to do what we need {0 do {0 make sure this community has safe water,” he said. "That's
our only priority. | don’t care about the politics of this, or any of that. We can no longer sit by and let

our children be poisoned with lead.”

Contact Keith Matheny: 313-222-5021 or kmatheny@irespress.com.

From: Murray, Regan <}Murray. Hegan@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 6:59 AM

To: Cisar, Elizabeth <Cisar Elizabeth@ena gov>

Cc: Newton, Cheryl <Newton. Chervid@ena sov>; Lippert, Jeff <lippertieff@epa.gov>; Sayles, Gregory
<Savles.Gregoryiepa.gov>; Lytle, Darren <Lytle. Darren@epa.gov>; Fong, Tera <Fong. Tera@epa.gov>; Schupp, George
<schupp.zeorge @epa.gov>; Bauer, Candice <hausr.candice®@apa.gov>; Bosscher, Valerie <bosscher valeris@epa. gow>;
Bair, Rita <bazirrita@ena.gov>; Blount, Keyyana <biount.keyvana @epa.gov>; Holst, Linda <hoist linda@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor Filter Study Plan

HI Elizabeth,

Please see the answers to your questions in blue:

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Let us know if you would like to discuss this in more detail with Darren, me or the full team.

Regan

From: Cisar, Elizabeth <Cisar Elizabeth@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 5:46 PM

To: Murray, Regan <RMurray. Began@epa. gov>; Holst, Linda <holstlinda@epa.gow>; Lytle, Darren

<iytle Darreni@ens.gov>; Fong, Tera <Fong. Tera@epa.gov>; Schupp, George <schupp.georgefepa.gov>; Bauer, Candice
<bausr.candice@epa.gov>; Bosscher, Valerie <buosscher valerie®@ epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <hsirsita@epa.gov>; Blount,
Keyyana <BHount.kevvana@epa.gow>

Cc: Newton, Cheryl <Newton Chervid@ena sov>; Lippert, Jeff <lippert.ieff@eps.gov>; Sayles, Gregory
<Savies.Gregoryilepa.gov>

Subject: RE: Benton Harbor Filter Study Plan

Regan:
Thank you. It is very helpful to have the two-page summary document. | will be sharing this with Radhika for her review.

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Thank you.

Elizabeth Cisar
Cisar FlHzabeth@ena gov

From: Murray, Regan <Mpurray. Beganfena gow>
Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 3:48 PM
To: Holst, Linda <holst.linda@epa.gov>; Cisar, Elizabeth <Cisar Elizabeth@epa.gow>; Lytle, Darren
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<iytle Darren@epa.pov>; Fong, Tera <Fong. Tera@epa.gov>; Schupp, George <schupp.georgeena.zov>; Bauer, Candice
<hauer.candice@ena.gov>; Bosscher, Valerie <bgsscher valerie@ena zov>; Bair, Rita <bairritafess zov>; Blount,
Keyyana <blount. kevyanas@epa,gov>

Cc: Newton, Cheryl <Mewton. Chervi@epa.gov>; Lippert, leff <lippert.iefi@epa.gov>; Sayles, Gregory
<Sayies.Gregory@epa goy>

Subject: RE: Benton Harbor Filter Study Plan

HI Elizabeth,

It was really nice to meet you today! I'm attaching our draft filter study plan in case you weren't able to download it
from the meeting chat. If you or anyone else from the meeting today has any comments on the plan, please send them
to me in the next day or two and Darren and | will update it by the end of the week. | anticipate we would be ready to
have a discussion with the petitioners by next Monday. In the meantime, we will continue to update the detailed study
plan and QA plan and will work with R5 on logistics, costs and timing so that we will be ready to implement this study
soon.

Thanks,
Regan

Regan Murray, Director

Water Infrastructure Division

Center for Environmental Solutions & Emergency Response
EPA’s Office of Research and Development

Murray. Regan@epa goy

(513) 288-5987

From: Holst, Linda <holst iinda@ena.gov>

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 1:45 PM

To: Holst, Linda; Cisar, Elizabeth; Murray, Regan; Lytle, Darren; Fong, Tera; Schupp, George; Bauer, Candice; Bosscher,
Valerie; Bair, Rita; Blount, Keyyana

Cc: Newton, Cheryl; Lippert, Jeff

Subject: Benton Harbor Filter Study Plan

When: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time {US & Canada).

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

As requested by Elizabeth prior to check-in meeting with petitioners on Weds. (Heard from ORD we can get the meeting
accomplished in 30 min, so I'm revising the appt to end 30 min earlier.)

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the mestin

Or call in {audio only)

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | nited States, Chicago

Phone Conference 11 Ex 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

ED_006324A_00000279-00007



Find 2 local number | Resst PIN

By participating in EPA hosted virtual meetings and events, you are consenting to abide by the agency's terms of
use. In addition, you acknowledge that content you post may be collected and used in support of FOIA and
eDiscovery activities.

Meeting ontions

Learn More
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